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Chapter 1. Purpose and Need

1.1 Background

The Berry Grove Property is an 8,682-acre property located within Hendry County. The
South Florida Water Management District (District) acquired the property for the
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP), Caloosahatchee River (C-43)
West Basin Storage Project (C-43 Project). A portion of the funds used for acquisition
were provided through a U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) Federal grant.

The District wishes to transfer ownership of a 5-acre parcel (GX100-034) to Florida Power
& Light Company for construction of an electrical substation that is needed to power
electric pumps for the C-43 Project.

Because Tract GX100-034 was purchased in part with Federal grant funding, The District
cannot dispose of it without transferring the Federal funding to another property with equal
fair market value. The District seeks to transfer those funds to a 5-acre tract known as
Tract QD100-018 which is located within the footprint of the C-43 Project.

Benefits of this exchange include:

w

0 The DOI and District will no longer own 5 acres of agricultural property (Tract
GX100-034) that provides no measurable ecological benefit to water quality,
wildlife or flood control.

O«

Federal grant funds from tract GX100-034 will be transferred to Tract QD100-018
located within the C-43 Project footprint. This tract will provide ecological benefits
when the C-43 Project is complete.

0 Florida Power & Light Company will construct an electrical substation on tract
GX100-034 for the purpose of powering electrical pumps for the C-43 Project. This
action will keep construction of the C-43 Project on schedule.

Appraisals revealed the value of Tract GX100-034 at $50,000 and Tract QD100-018 at
$50,000 (Table 1). The Federal share of the value of GX100-034 will be transferred to
QD100-018.

Table 1. Locations and values of tracts identified for restriction transfers.

Tract ID: GX100-034 QD100-018
County: Hendry Hendry
Acreage: 5 5
Acquisition date: 10/6/2000 5/22/2003
Appraised value: $50,000 $50,000




1.2 Caloosahatchee River (C-43) West Basin Storage Project

The purpose of the C-43 Project is to improve the timing, quantity, and quality of
freshwater flows to the Caloosahatchee River and estuary. South Florida's flood reduction
system stores water in Lake Okeechobee during the annual wet season. Excess water is
released, and the resulting, unnatural surges of freshwater to the Caloosahatchee River
reduce estuarine salinity levels. Alternately, during the dry season when irrigation
demands are high, little to no water is released to the river. This causes an increase in
salinity levels. Both high and low salinity levels can trigger the death of sea grasses and
oysters, species that are indicators of the estuary's overall health.

The C-43 Project will help ensure a more natural, consistent flow of fresh water to the
estuary. To restore and maintain the estuary during the dry season, the project will
capture and store basin stormwater runoff, along with a portion of the water discharged
from Lake Okeechobee and water will be slowly released into the Caloosahatchee, as
needed. This project also provides secondary benefits, once the needs of the estuary are
met, along with recreational benefits.

1.3 Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act of 1999,
Public Law 105-277 (Land and Water Conservation Funds Grant Agreement -1)
(LWCF-1)

LWCF-1 recognized that some of the properties acquired by the District might not be

used for an Everglades restoration project. In such circumstances, Farm Bill-1 allowed
that the District may:

1) Retain and use the property for other Everglades restoration purposes.

2) Acquire replacement property for Everglades restoration. Such replacement
property shall be of at least equal fair market value.

For this exchange, the District is proposing choosing option 2.

1.4 Scope of Analysis

This supplemental environmental assessment evaluates the removal of Federal grant
funding from Tract GX100-034 purchased pursuant to Federal grant agreement LWCF-1
(Table 1). The District proposes to compensate DOI by applying the fair market value of
Tract GX100-034 to Tract QD100-018. The effects of changed ownership are evaluated
in this limited Environmental Assessment.

Chapter 2. Environmental Consequences

This section reviews the foreseeable environmental consequences of removing funding
restrictions on GX100-034 and moving the encumbrance to QD100-018. The review
assessed specific study areas and the corresponding consequences posed by the
transferring of funding. These consequences are described as "impacts" or "effects.” The
review considers detailed information that was readily available, professional judgments



and experience of District Staff and subsequent concurrence by the Service. This EA
relies on site observation and the recently updated EA completed for the C-43 reservoir.
The study area considers as part of the environmental consequence, the following:
Physical Consequences, Impacts to Physical Environment, Biological Consequences,
Vegetation and Habitat, Wildlife Threatened and Endangered Species, Socioeconomic
Consequences, Environmental Justice, Public Health and Safety Recreation Cultural
Resource Consequences. The objective of this property funding transaction is to relocate
funding from a property that is outside of the revised boundary of the C-43 project footprint
to funding within the project footprint. Based on the updated EA and analysis and findings,
no impacts were documented or anticipated.

Chapter 3. Consultation and Coordination

The District and DOI have worked together to identify and assess properties that could
be included in the proposed Federal land grant transfer that would result in an equitable
exchange and would provide benefits to the mission and goals of both entities. The
transfer of the land grant funding from GX100-034 to QD100-018 was identified as an
option that would provide ecological, construction schedule and cost benefits.

The review of this property also includes review and comment by other Federal and state,
agencies and Tribes as well as the affected and interested public. Notification of the
opportunity to comment and where to obtain copies of the Environmental Assessment will
be announced in Hendry-Glades Sunday News. (Appendix D).
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